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January Calendar

GSTM Winter Quarter Begins
January 8

Office Closed
Martin Luther King Day

January 21

Game & Gab Night
January 25

Men’s Breakfast
January 26

Annual Members Meeting
January 27

Future Dates
 To Remember

Men’s Retreat at Wolf Mountain
February 8-10

 
Women’s Retreat

March 14-16
 

All-Church Retreat at Koinonia 
May 16-18

“And He said to them, ‘Where is your 
faith?’ They were fearful and amazed, 
saying to one another, ‘Who then is this, 
that He commands even the winds, and 
the water, and they obey Him?”  
Luke 8:25

This story is the first in a series of four 
episodes in which Jesus performs mir-
acles. Of the four stories this one is in 
a class by itself. It is one of the very few 
instances in which we get a glimpse of 
Jesus ministering to His disciples alone– 
away from the crowds and critics. It is a 
picture of His ministering presence with 
the people of God.

According to the gospel of Mark, this day 
had been a day full of labor for the king-
dom of God. It was ending with a beau-
tiful sunset, while the Lord, exhausted 
from his ministry, slept on a pillow as 
the disciples sailed on the Sea of Galilee. 
Can anything be more picturesque? But 
the peaceful calm was suddenly disturbed 
when a powerful wind descended upon 
them. The church shootings last month 
in Colorado remind us of how quickly our 
providences can suddenly change. How a 
day that begins like every other day can 
suddenly turn into a fearful and life threat-
ening situation. The true church of God is 
seldom at ease very long. 

I’m not sure what lies ahead for any or all 
of us this coming year. The cultural winds 
of change continue to approach gale force 
against the Christian worldview. But here 
is a picture to meditate upon as the New 
Year dawns. Consider three truths:

Christ’s Humanity: Jesus slept from 
exhaustion. God the Son has truly expe-
rienced our human frailties. Who then is 

this? He is a High Priest who understands 
our temptations, pains and struggles first 
hand. In any and every situation in which 
we may find ourselves wearied we may 
draw comfort that Jesus has experienced 
this even to a greater degree (Heb. 2:18). 

Christ’s Authority: Marks’s account adds 
that Jesus said “Hush, be still.” Christ’s 
word brought an abrupt and sudden end 
to the storm that appeared to be swallow-
ing them up. So awesome was this jolting 
transition that the fear of reverence and 
amazement now filled their hearts. Who 
then is this? The one who possesses all 
authority in heaven and earth (Eph. 2:8).
It is true; “we do not yet see everything in
subjection to Him” (Heb. 2:8). But by faith
we confess that it is always God’s 
purposes that are at work and He has the 
power to do anything at any moment!

Christ’s Concern: The Lord demonstrates 
compassion for His people in two ways. 
First, it was in reply to their desperate 
cry for help that Jesus calmed the storm. 
Surely, in moments of panic, it is to the 
Lord our protector that we cry out with 
the childlike mixture of fear and trembling 
faith. It is to His glory that He delivers us. 
His compassion is also visible in allow-
ing the threatening circumstances in the 
first place. The disciples were soon to be 
sent out to preach the kingdom of God in 
hostile territory. Would they had been pre-
pared for this mission if dark clouds had 
never burst their blue skies? It is through 
trials and deliverance that a believer 
learns to understand, trust and appreciate 
God’s providence. Who then is this? The 
sovereign potter whose hands are care-
fully shaping us into the image of His Son 
(Rom. 8:28-29).

–Tony Sanelli 
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MONTHLY NEWS AND INFORMATION FOR THE CHURCH FAMILY

Blood Drive
On January 26 and 27 our neighbors at 
the Red Cross are setting aside time slots 
to allow us to donate blood. Keep your 
eyes and ears open for future announce-
ments about how you can participate.

Citizens’ Corner
“For you created my inmost being; You knit 
me together in my mother’s womb. I praise You 
because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; 
When I was woven together in the depths of the 
earth, Your eyes saw my unformed body. All the 
days ordained for me were written in Your book 
before one of them came to be..” 
Psalm 139:13,15-16
On January 22, 1973, the United States 
Supreme Court ruled that “State criminal 
abortion laws, like those involved (in Roe 
v. Wade), that except from criminality only 
a life-saving procedure on the mother’s 
behalf without regard to the stage of her 
pregnancy and other interests involved 
violate the Due Process Clause of the 
Fourteenth Amendment, which protects 
against state action the right to privacy, 
including a woman’s qualified right 
to terminate her pregnancy.” This 7-2 
decision by the Supreme Court legalized 
abortion nationally. Soon, thereafter 
Sanctity of Life Day (now known as 
Sanctity of Human Life Week) would mark 
the anniversary of this decision.
On January 19th, you can show your 

support for Life by 
participating in the fourth 
annual WalkforLife–
West Coast. For more 
information go to www.
WalkforLifeWC.com.

Project Fellowship Update
Out with the old and In 
with the new! As you 
can see by the pictures, 
we’ve broken ground for 
the expansion to our 
Fellowship Hall. You 
can keep up-to-date on 
the status of our project 
by going to our website (www.gbcph.
org) and clicking on the button “Project 
Fellowship”. Rejoice with us as we give 
thanks for the Lord’s 
faithfulness to make that 
day a reality. 

In case you missed the 
wonderful news… on 
December 2, we took 
a special offering and 
through the generous 
giving of the saints 
almost $73,000 was given 
toward this project. 
Praise the Lord!

More News & Events
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A No†e From The Pastor
A New Year Meditation: Christ Reigns Over All



The Priorities of a 
Christ-Centered Marriage 

Beginning January 6th during the 9:00 
hour in room 202, taught by Pastor Tim 
Menez Topics will include:  the husband’s 
call to sacrificial love patterned after 
Christ; the beauty and dignity of the 
wife’s role to help and complete her 
husband and; parenting as a partnership 
of shared love. This time together will 
present many opportunities to see how 
the gospel of Jesus Christ permeates 
God’s design for marriage, answers our 
culture’s most difficult questions about 
the Christian view of marriage, and grow 
in grace with other brothers and sisters 
in Christ-centered community.

The Basics of Biblical Counseling
Also beginning January 6th, during the 
11:00 hour in the Fellowship Hall, Vince 
Cuomo will begin the first of two quarters 

teaching through the basics of biblical 
counseling. During the first quarter he 
will be teaching through “How People 
Change.” 

The goal of this class is to teach how 
God produces growth and change in the 
hearts and lives of people, transforming 
them into the image of Christ. Through 
the gospel, God has transformed His 
people from idolatry-enslaved sinners to 
people who are zealous to be like him in 
a broken world. 

Participants in this class will learn what 
it means to pursue a lifestyle of 
repentance toward God and faith in Jesus 
Christ through humble self-examination, 
seeing their hearts disclosed in the 
mirror of God’s Word, and relying on his 
grace to step into life with renewed faith 
and courage.

Men’s & Women’s Ministries

The Seniors Ministry continues to have great fellowship and 
interesting events.
In October, Tony Sanelli came and discussed Grace Bible 
Church’s vision of:
•  Magnifying The Glory of God.
•  Responding to his Grace in Worship.
•  Applying His Grace in Discipleship.
•  Extending His Grace in Mission.

In November, the Seniors filled out a “Interest Survey” in re-
gards to the type of things that they were interested in doing.  
The results were tabulated.  Then Rick Axe discussed the results 
of the survey with the Seniors Ministry.

In December, the Seniors had the joy of seeing a beautiful 
telling of one of the worlds most familiar stories, “The Nativity 
Story”, on the big screen in the Church Sanctuary. In addition, 
the Seniors Ministry sponsored a special event for GBC – the 

showing of a heart warming film called “Winn – Dixie” on the 
big screen in the Church Sanctuary; preceded by warm fellow-
ship and refreshments in the Church Fellowship Hall.

On January 17th, 2008, the Seniors are going to have a luncheon 
at noon in the Church Fellowship Hall.  Note: Each senior is to 
bring their own lunch.  Drinks and dessert will be provided.
Kevin Shea will be in attendance to give us a presentation 
on the Diaconate’s plan for mercy ministry in and outside of 
the Church.  It has been a blessing to hear from the men and 
women who lead various ministries in the Church.  The Diacon-
ate is not to be left out and Kevin is excited about sharing the 
Deacon’s vision for the future of mercy ministry.  He promises 
to keep it brief and on point!

Women’s 
Ministry

Bible Study of the
Book of Colossians

This 14-week study, taught by Sheri 
Sanelli, will be held on Thursdays, 
beginning February 7, 2008, at 9:00 
a.m. at the church. The theme of the 
all-sufficiency of Christ our Lord and 
Savior runs throughout this epistle 
and is of great value to our lives 
today. How is Christ sufficient for us 
in a world that desires and persuades 
our hearts to turn from the One who 
is above all things? Join us for a look 
into the heart of the gospel that can 
help change your life to the glory 
of God. Child care/teaching will be 
provided. Sign-ups begin January 6 at 
the Women of Grace Table.

Game & Gab Night
Friday, January 25, at 7:00 at C.G. 
Senft’s house in Concord. Come join 
us for a time of feasting, gabbing and 
board gaming. Bring a snack to share 
and your favorite game. Call C.G. at 
323-0639 if you have questions. Hope 
to see you there!
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The GBC Missions Ministry is enthused about those who are 
scheduled to preach in January to help us focus on missions 
throughout the month. We hope that you also will be 
encouraged, challenged and educated by the messages these 
men bring. 

January 6: Adrian Donato 
Professor and Dean of Ministerios Evangélicos de Las 
Americas (MEDA) in Honduras. 
Focus: Training Nationals/Hispanic Ministries
Adrian is a full time professor and the Dean of Ministerios Evangélicos 
de Las Americas (MEDA). As an instructor, Adrian provides intensive 
instruction to Pastors and their key lay leaders from all over Central 
America with a view to equipping them to exhort in sound doctrine and 
refute those who contradict (Titus 1:9).

January 13: Alex Granados 
Director of Church and Urban Ministries at the Master’s College
Focus:  Inner City Ministries
Alex Granados was born in Bogotá, Colombia. He has been in ministry for 
20 years with extensive cross-cultural ministry experience among African
Americans, Asians, Caucasians, and Hispanics. He is currently pursuing 
postgraduate work in Intercultural Education at Biola University. He is 
the Director of Church and Urban Ministries and Assistant Professor of 
Intercultural Studies at The Master’s College. 

January 20: Steve Shank 
West Coast Representative for Sovereign Grace Ministries
Focus:  Church Planting
Steve has been a part of several church plants and currently oversees all 
of the Sovereign Grace churches in Western North America, Canada, and 
Central and South America.

What About “The Golden Compass”? 
With the release of the new movie, The 
Golden Compass, the elders would like to 
direct you to our website, www.gbcph.org, 
where there is a link to an article by Dr. 
Albert Mohler that addresses the movie’s 
underlying anti-Christian themes.

Just As Christ 
“Husbands love your wives just as Christ 
also loved the church.” (Ephesians 5:25)  
The purpose of this 13- week class based 
on Stuart Scott’s book, The Exemplary 
Husband, is to equip, encourage, and 
exhort husbands toward a godly pursuit 
of loving and leading their wives “just as 
Christ the church”. The class will meet 
every other Saturday from 8-10AM begin-
ning January 5th and will be taught by 
Scott Denny. Space is limited to the first 
20 husbands, and a waiting list will be 
kept. You can register for this class by go-
ing to www.gbcph.org or by calling Scott 
Denny at 676-1584.

Looking for a Few Good Men
Our eighth annual Men’s Retreat is just 

around the corner! We have set aside 
February 8-10 for our weekend away. We’ll 
head to Wolf Mountain (near Auburn) Fri-
day night and return Sunday afternoon. 
These weekends always prove to be a 
sweet time of fellowship and encourage-
ment in the Lord. 

Our special guest speaker will be Jay 
Wegter. Jay is an experienced pastor and 
Bible teacher and has a B.A. degree from 
Christian Heritage College and a Mas-
ter of Divinity degree from The Master’s 
Seminary. Because of his passion to 
help the church recover her New Testa-
ment mission, Jay founded Gospel for Life 
in 2005. GFL is a training ministry which 
assists the local church in fulfilling The 
Great Commission by providing leader-
ship development in evangelism and dis-
cipleship (www.thegospelforlife.org). Our 
men’s conference will address the subject 
of finding joy in our God-given role as 
“spiritual influencers.”  The title, “Men on 
Target” is taken from a concept illustrated 
by the rings of a target. The target center 
pictures a man’s privilege and duty of 

abiding in Christ. A man’s faithfulness in 
the ‘bull’s eye’ of the target (abiding in 
Christ) fits him to lead spiritually in his 
family (the next ‘ring’ out from the bull’s 
eye). The outer concentric ring is the 
man’s role in the local church, in gospel 
outreach, and in missions. Sign-ups for 
the retreat will begin January 6.

(continued on next page)

January
Birthdays

Sheri Sanelli ~ 4 

Jane Shieh ~ 4 

Megan Fetterly ~ 7 

Barbara Telle ~ 13 

Michelle Hernandez ~ 14 

Cyndy Ligman ~ 23 

Heather Smith ~ 24 

Phillis Carstensen ~ 27 

Alexa Knight ~ 29 

Debra Lynch ~ 31 

Alicia Bookman ~ 31 

Wha† ’s going on a† Grace?
Adult Education Classes

Senior’s Ministry

News & Events
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January is Missions Emphasis Month
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January is Missions Emphasis Month


